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Introduction

When I first entered the GSLIS program I believed the overall objective was to equip students 

with skills that would make them successful librarians. I was unaware that there were specific 

program objectives that students were expected to fulfill. Each of the objectives would contribute 

to the overall makeup of a model librarian. Looking back over the course of the program I have 

realized that each course did add something unique to help shape me as a model librarian. 

Creating a portfolio has helped me see the big picture by forcing me to review and analyze 

everything I have done while in the program. This is a reflection on what I have learned while in 

the program, how my thinking about the profession has changed, and what career path I am now 

ready to take.

Significant Learning Experiences

I have had dozens of interesting experiences while in the GSLIS program. Domincan attracts 

some of the best names in the library profession. My first great experience happened while 

conducting research for a paper I was profiling. I was profiling the Moraine Valley Community 

College Library for my Academic Libraries course with Michael Gorman. I wrote to the Library 

Director to see if she would answer a few questions via email. She responded almost 

immediately and invited me to meet her and her entire full-time staff. I learned an incredible 

amount from a living, breathing staff. The MVCC staff taught me that having good chemistry 

and excellent communication is vitally important to working with other librarians. I came into 

the program without any library experience other than as a user, a very heavy library user, but I 
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did not know what it was like to be on the other side of the desk. My experiences at MVCC gave 

me an opportunity to see how a great library functions on a daily basis.

My second most significant learning experience has taken place over the length of my last 

semester in the program. When it came time for me to choose classes for my last two classes at 

Dominican I only had one elective left. I thought long and hard about the the different skill sets I 

would learn in each course and how they would help me help others in a further on in my career. 

I decided to enroll in Michael Stephens' LIS768 course, Library 2.0 and Social Media. I chose 

this course because I thought it would help me learn to better connect with users. The class has 

only met in person a handful of times; most of the assignments are done electronically. I did not 

anticipate how beneficial this learning method would be to me. I am forced to communicate with 

the larger library world, the one that exists outside the walls of Dominican University. This is 

exactly how I will be learning when I leave the program. I will be reading blogs and wikis, 

participating in Webinars, and connecting with and learning from my peers. Dr. Stephens has 

taught us how to connect and collaborate with our peers in a way that I had never before thought 

possible. This will be an invaluable skill to have when I am working in a library. 

Best Artifacts

What I consider to be my best work is not something that exists as a single artifact or experience. 

My best work is a summation of my online presence. In Dr. Stephens' Social Media course I 

have built a small empire on the web. I have a class blog that I find myself writing on even 

without having been assigned. I can choose subjects in the library world that I am interested in 

and reflect on them. I am connecting with working librarians across the country and sharing
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ideas via Twitter, blogs, wikis, public forums, and Flickr. I consider this my best work because it 

is a synthesis of everything I have learned throughout the program. 

The next artifact that I count among my best work is the Chenault Project. In my Library and 

Information Center Management course I had an assignment in which I was the director of a 

small liberal arts college library. A local science-fiction author of some fame had recently died 

and donated his library to the college. As director, I was responsible for the project. I chose the 

assignment because I would be able to do some creative thinking, one of my best assets. With 

such a limited budget that is exactly what I had to do. I personally designed the new space, built 

bookshelves and painted the room. I collaborated with the art department to decorate the room 

and enlisted library student volunteers from the nearby library school to help catalog and 

organize the collection. The Chenault Project was a smashing success and quickly became 

something the whole college could be proud of. I count this among my best pieces of work 

because I enjoyed working on it. 

How This Portfolio Reflects Me as a Library Professional

It was not until I began choosing artifacts for my portfolio that I realized how varied my 

experiences and interests were. Each of the twelve courses I have taken have added to what type 

of librarian I will be. Every time I chose an assignment I thought of how I might be able to 

transfer what I learned to how I will be able to apply it to my career. While looking over all of 

the assignments I chose to include in my portfolio I found a theme. That theme was connecting 

to users and providing them with a great experience. For example, I did not realize until a few 

weeks ago that I did four assignments on outreach to Hispanic communities. I completed two 

other assignments on developing collections that would attract marginalized communities to the 
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library. Although I was not aware of the GSLIS program objectives while I was choosing 

assignments I managed to fulfill each one of them. 

I have decided to take courses that would make me a valuable addition to any library. My skills 

are not limited to any one aspect of librarianship. I am interested in every function that a librarian 

might be required to perform. I think this is a character trait that all librarians should and 

probably do have. As my portfolio shows I have prepared myself to work in every department of 

a library.

How My Perspective of Libraries Has Changed

Completing the GSLIS program has changed my perspective of libraries in several different 

ways. As I mentioned earlier, the only experience I had with libraries before entering the 

program was as a user. After graduating college I finally had the time to make libraries a regular 

part of my life. I made a weekly trip to my local library to check out items for the week and went 

home. I never participated in any programming. I was never aware of any programming other 

than discussion groups for books on knitting and 18th century society life. GSLIS has forced me 

to think about programming in creative ways. I have visited a number of libraries that reach out 

to their communities and design programs for more than one demographic. There are reading 

clubs for twenty-somethings and Millennials, author events, and writing groups. I have learned 

that with creative thinking libraries can offer something for everyone in the community. The 

library has the resources to pull people in all they need to focus on is marketing and 

implementation. The library does not have to be a warehouse for books as I once thought it was, 

it can be an exciting place to connect with people and ideas. Librarians need to facilitate that sort 

of programming.
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Another perspective that has changed is how libraries interact with the larger community. 

Although this has not been my experience outside of GSLIS, libraries can connect with the 

community in meaningful ways. The core function of the library is to serve the community. It is 

the job of the librarian to facilitate that connection. There is no rule that says librarians can not 

go out into the community and teach people computer skills at a retirement community or 

facilitate ESL programs. Before I started at Dominican I did not think that libraries ever worked 

with other organizations. I thought of the library as a repository for books and information. As a 

librarian I hope to change that perception for others.

The Direction My Career is Headed

When I first entered the program I knew that I wanted to work in public libraries. I have always 

had a strong commitment to public service and with the skills and training I now have I know 

that I could do a lot of good for people. As I began taking courses I realized that there was a lot 

more to do in libraries than make book recommendations in public libraries so I started signing 

up for courses that would give me different skills. Now that I am at the end of the program I can 

market myself to work in any library setting. I have transferable skills that would benefit any 

institution. 

I have not had any experiences that would keep me from working at any type of library. I would 

be happy to work at an archive, an academic library, a school library, or a public library. 

However, I feel that I would bring the most good to the most people if I were to work at a public 

library. I am looking for a progressive library with a culture that encourages innovation and 

creative thinking to better serve the community and allow me to grow as a professional.
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